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GLOBAL EDUCATION NETWORK 
DANCE VIDEO 
(MARCH, 2009) 

This video was founded on the idea of global collabora-
tion between all Schools of the Sacred Heart...through the 
universal language of music, dance and fun.

Ultimately, the video will be combined with all the 
other Schools of the Sacred Heart worldwide and put on a 
website so that anyone can access it. Students will be able to 
visit the website to see themselves...and then have exposure 
to other Sacred Heart Schools around the world. 

We hope it will encourage students to participate in ex-
change or service programs in places that seem out of reach 
or far away. For some, this might be their only form of ex-
change or service. Making the video was fun. It was a way 
to provide a “student centered” connection...one in which 
the students themselves are the primary focus.

The ultimate goal is that they will use this video as an 
avenue to begin speaking with each other online, establish 
connections, learn about each others’ cultures, etc. And 
then later, when they are in charge of important compa-
nies, formulating new ideas, designing solutions to global 
issues, they might reestablish these connections....and 
together, discover ways to change the world.

To view the video visit www.ashrosary.org and click on 
Global Dance Video under News & Updates.



Since spring 2008, the Board of Trustees and I have been planning for the development 
of the square behind the original campus on St. Charles Avenue. St. Joseph Hall will be 
renovated to allow for the inclusion of vocal and instrumental music, dance, drama, and 
multi-media art in the Sacred Heart Middle and Upper Schools’ curricula. The plan also 
includes the construction of a gymnasium, complete with indoor running track. When 
completed in early 2011, this facility will offer Upper School students a place to congregate 
after regular school hours to do homework, to participate in athletics, and to become more 
proficient in several arts programs which will be added to the curriculum. 
    We have selected the title “Continuing our Excellence: Academics, Arts and Athletics” 
to describe the breadth of this project. This issue of The Bridge is devoted to the same 
three themes: the “academics” portion of the theme features college acceptances and 
scholarships, the College Tour program initiated by Julie Hauber, our Director of College 
Counseling, and our school’s global education program—including our exchange with 
our Sacred Heart School in Santiago, Chile. You will also read of a conversation I had 
with our Middle School teacher Kitty Mattesky, who is serving as the coordinator of our 
school’s participation in the Global Education Initiative within the Network of Sacred 
Heart schools. In the next several years, the unique internationality of our Sacred Heart 
schools will become a focus for our school as we continue to participate in programs with 
our sister schools throughout the world.
     Finally, the profiles of four of our alumnae will provide a culmination of the themes 
of “academics, arts, and athletics” because of the good work they do and the inspiration 
they received while at the Rosary. Two extraordinary sisters—Kendall Goodier Hales ’92 
and Lindsay Goodier ’03—were athletes here at Sacred Heart and have continued their 
interest in athletics in the field of physical therapy in adulthood. Sr. Betsy Hartson ’55, 
a Religious of the Sacred Heart, operates the Living Wage program in Washington, D.C. 
whereby GED diplomas are earned by citizens who have unfinished educational histories. 
Finally, you will read the heart-warming 
story of the Class of 1958 which returned 
for its 50th reunion at Sacred Heart last 
October. The class initiated an art project 
that represents many unique Sacred Heart 
traditions—giving back to the school, 
the connection of older students with 
younger ones, and a rekindling of the 
May Crowning ceremony. You will also 
read a tribute to Olga Seiferth Rome ’53, 
who was the recipient of the Cor Unum 
Award as a Rosary alumna at the annual 
meeting of the Associated Alumnae of the Sacred Heart held in Los Angeles this year. 
    As always, this publication is an acknowledgment of the tradition of Sacred Heart edu-
cation and the Religious of the Sacred Heart who breathed life into our school. We draw 
inspiration from St. Madeleine Sophie’s words to the Sacred Heart sodality, the Children 
of Mary, in Lyons, France in 1851 when she said, “We have brought you together to do our 
work in the world outside, that by your example, we may teach there and gain hearts to 
the love of Our Lord and His Blessed Mother.” Our mission is to continue Sophie’s work, 

“united in this great mission we call Sacred Heart education.” 

Happy reading, 

Tim Burns
Headmaster 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMASTER 

the

“We have brought you together to do our work 

in the world outside, that by your example,  

we may teach there and gain hearts to the love of 

Our Lord and His Blessed Mother.”  

— Saint Madeleine Sophie
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Global Education
KM: What do we hope to accomplish 
by infusing Global Education into 
our curriculum?

TB: Our students should have an un-
derstanding of life as it’s lived in other 
parts of the world. We need to under-
stand others’ needs, their hopes, their 
cultures. What I hope our students 
leave Sacred Heart with, frankly, is ac-
ceptance – the belief that difference 
is not bad but to be celebrated. They 
need to have a deep understanding of 
the contributions that the people of the 
world make. They should be so aware 
of global issues that they are passionate 
enough to do something about them, 
to fight for them. And we certainly 
have the model of global education in 
the Society of the Sacred Heart. They 
have reached out to forty-four coun-
tries of the world.  When I went to the 
International Heads’ Conference, I re-

alized how strong our connections are. 
These are all people who have a similar 
mission. We all believe in the charism 
of the Society of the Sacred Heart. 

KM: For a student who is new to the Ro-
sary or perhaps even a student who is con-
sidering attending school here, what do 
you hope she will know about this place? 

TB: Hopefully she will understand 
that the richness of our internal culture 
comes from the Society itself. She will 
have access to all of our schools through 
our traditions, access to them through 
exchange programs. If she walks into 
any Sacred Heart school in the world, 
those students will be singing the same 
school song; they’re going to have the 
same traditions like Congé, Goûter, 
and the same Mass of the Sacred Heart.  
That gives comfort to so many who say, 
“It feels just like going home.” 

Exchange
KM: Do we have plans for enhancing our 
exchange program in the future? 

TB: Oh, I think we definitely do. I 
think the exchange program in Sa-
cred Heart schools has been something 
we’ve just taken for granted… it is a 
strength that we don’t draw on enough. 
We’ve just become aware of it through 
the Society itself emphasizing inter-
culturality. The real term of exchange 
means for every youngster who leaves 
here and goes someplace else, we invite 
the person from that same culture to 
come back and exchange. It’s not just 
that we’re sending our girls to Bavaria, 
for example, for a sightseeing tour. I 
watched the girls who were here from 
Chile, and they made dear friends in a 
matter of about four or five weeks. We 
learned so much from them, and they 
left close friends that they would like 
to take with them through life. That’s 
what I think we offer from that ex-
change program, and we have willing 
participant schools all over the world. 
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SUMMERTIME CONVERSATION
with Tim Burns and Kitty Mattesky

This summer, once the mayhem of exams and 

graduation was over, Middle School teacher 

Kitty Mattesky and Headmaster Tim Burns 

sat down to discuss ideas that both teachers 

and administrators alike are working on for the 

coming years.  Such topics as Global Education, 

student exchange and tradition dominated their 

discussion. Below are excerpts from their part-

brainstorming, part-self evaluation session. 



KM: So, our students and our faculty 
need to hit the road and go on exchange 
as much as possible!

TB: Exactly. That would be a wonder-
ful thing. Even if students are only able 
to go for two weeks, it could make a dif-
ference in their lives and in our school. 
Everyone knows that students remem-
ber not so much what they learned, 
what they memorized, but how they 
learned it, the people they met, and 
the particular situations that were dra-
matic enough to leave an impression. … 
What she would bring back would be 
so enriching to the students and faculty 
at the Rosary. 

What are we already doing? 
KM: When we first began to focus on 
Global Education at the Rosary, we real-
ized that we already had in place such a 
strong, solid focus on the cultures of the 
world, particularly in the Upper School. 

TB: You and I both know the Middle 
School history teacher who hung a 
huge map of the whole world in her 
classroom, and any time her students 

talk about a country, mention a culture 
or story that’s in the news, they im-
mediately find the country on the map. 
It’s built right into the curriculum, and 
all of Middle School is doing it. That 
same type of map is now used in morn-
ing assemblies in the same way. In the 
Lower School this year, the Kindergar-
ten classes “visited” a different conti-
nent every month. They traveled there, 
wore the clothes, ate the food, learned 
about the architecture, the culture, the 
fine art, etc. 

KM: Yes. I went over to Lower School to 
introduce the global dance project, and I 
asked all of Pre and Lower School, “Who 
in this room has ever been to Australia?” 
The entire Kindergarten class raised their 
hands. And they knew exactly what I was 
talking about. Even at that very young 
age, they had made a connection to an-
other place, another culture. In Kinder-
garten! Seems as though, for the rest of 
their education, they will attach infor-
mation to that basic knowledge base. Isn’t 
that the goal? 

TB: Yes. In a first grade program, they 
asked all Sacred Heart schools from 
around the world to send them a pic-
ture of their school, so they put up a big 
map on a bulletin board and put strings 
and pins up and were able to show the 
students “These are our schools in  
England, Australia, Africa, etc.” 

KM: Yes. And in art class, they designed 
stamps from the countries where Sacred 
Heart Schools are located…beautiful de-
signs that I thought reflected artistic style 
as well as a level of understanding of the 
cultures of those countries. 

TB: How about in curriculum plan-
ning? We are asking teachers at every 
grade level to identify those elements 
of each lesson that pertain to Global 
Education. And there’s the Global 
Dance project. That has possibilities…  
each school dancing around the world. 
The question is, “How do we trans-
late that into the next phase with 
schools interacting?”
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KM: It will work! We just need time. 
What else? I think the Smart Boards  
in the classrooms have enhanced the 
Global Education program enormously. 
I’ve watched it all year. They enable us to 

“reach out” to the world with every short 
story, history lesson, science concept etc. 
Does every teacher have one?

TB: All teachers who need them have 
one. They are installed in all the Lower 
and Middle School classes.

KM: I think the Fathers’ Club helped us 
with that, didn’t they? 

TB: Yes. It is great.

Looking Ahead 
KM: The ideal. Where will we be in 
five years? What systems will we have 
in place?

TB: I think we should have students 
speaking more languages such as Chi-
nese. If we taught more languages, 
there would be more authenticity in our 
global education movement because we 
would also be teaching the culture of 
the people who speak those languages. 
Inviting students from China, for ex-
ample, would then be the next step, 
and we could then send our students 
over there. In five years our exchange 
program should be fluid. It will be ex-
pensive though. 

KM: But we can’t let that be a bar-
rier. We have to be proactive and seek 
the funds. 

TB: And, I think we are fortunate to 
have many parents who believe in it 
and will underwrite it so that their chil-
dren can have that experience. 

KM: I even think we have families who 
might help underwrite other students’ ef-
forts to study in another Sacred Heart 
School somewhere in the world. We have 
just started an exchange scholarship fund, 
and we just need to get the word out. 
What is the next big idea that you see for 
the school?

TB: We have a great plan. We’re going 
to build a facility that will be enticing. 
We’re developing the arts! That’s huge. 
Talk about cultural exchange! With 
dance, music, drama, art, we can de-
velop a program that will take full ad-
vantage of what students from Sacred 
Heart Schools from around the world 
can teach us.

KM: We can make that happen.

TB: We’re going to definitely make  
that happen. We will have studios 
of computers where students can do 
graphic arts, drawing on the resources 
of the whole world through technology. 
This is all in the plan. We’re developing 
it now. 

KM: Will you hire more faculty?

TB: We will have to. With these  
programs, I expect we wi l l  ga in  
more students, which will enable us to 
hire faculty for the new programs as 
well as other departments throughout 
the school. 
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Our students need to have  

a deep understanding of the 

contributions that the  

people of the world make. 

They should be so aware  

of global issues that they  

are passionate enough  

to do something about them, 

to fight for them. 

forward and are proud that they have 
three or four generations of children 
who have understood the same tradi-
tions. I think there is something to be 
said for that. There is a beautiful au-
thenticity here that I haven’t seen in 
other schools. 

KM: What about faculty?  
Any differences? 

TB: I find them remarkably the same 
for inspiration. One difference I have 
seen is more willingness to take risks 
in metropolitan areas, I guess because 
they’re used to it. They take risks just 
walking across the streets. There is 
growth because of those risks. Growth 
doesn’t happen without them. In all 
faculties, there are those who embrace 
change and innovation and those who 
are a little hesitant and those who are 
more hesitant. I always look to the ones 
who are more willing to do it as being 
the leaders. They have to have the spark 
to create the new and lead others to 
take the chance, to want to do it. If you 
don’t have that, you’re not growing. It’s 
the inspiration that comes out of fire 
in the belly. In that regard, teachers are 
the same all over. 

KM: What else? 

TB: The next big thing might be a re-
focusing on what we are teaching, how 
we are connecting ideas…perhaps with 
a more interdisciplinary curriculum. 
Certainly a focus on the arts will en-
hance that idea. We could also be talk-
ing, studying with our students from 
all over the world through Webinar or 
Skype. We could just talk!

Reflection 
KM: OK. Last thing. You have been 
headmaster at how many schools?

TB: Ten.

KM: How many states?

TB: Ten. 

KM: Can you just reflect on what you have 
seen in those ten schools? What differences 
have you observed among students?

TB: I would say this. Students are pretty 
much the same in all the schools coast 
to coast. They will do whatever facul-
ties create as expectations. Students ev-
erywhere are always of good will. 

KM: What changes have you seen in 
schools over the years – since the 70’s?

TB: At that time, there seemed to be 
much more of a sense of propriety. The 
teacher’s word was Gospel. I see a lot 
more questioning today. I will say this, 
one thing I do see here is more appre-
ciation for the school’s traditions than I 
have ever seen before. And I credit that 
to being a Sacred Heart system of be-
lief. Mothers and grandmothers come 
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Betsy Hartson, RSCJ Class of 1955 is a living model of many 
of the values upon which the Religious of the Sacred Heart was 
founded. Hartson has been involved in educating for over 25 years 
in Sacred Heart schools, but she has applied the educational mis-
sion to her efforts outside of the Society’s schools as well. Cur-
rently, and for the past 12 years, Hartson has been the Program 
Director of an adult education program called Living Wages. 

After moving to Washington D.C. to better address the 
needs of the homeless, Hartson and some of her co-workers at  
Catholic Charities discovered that something was missing in their  
efforts—education.

“We started Living Wages after working with the homeless,” 
Hartson explained. “Without education we’re just recycling peo-
ple through the system.” 

Sr. Hartson, together with co-worker Robert Crittenden, and 
three other Catholic Charities’ staff members founded Living 
Wages in 1999 with the help of a government grant. The non-
profit organization assists adults in working toward various learn-
ing goals by teaching both skills and values. The foundation of 
the organization centers on the idea that all adults have the right 
and should be given the opportunity to earn a living wage—a 
salary that provides beyond the bare necessities. 

Living Wages is much more than simply classes or seminars. 
According to their website livingwages.org, “Our mission is to 
prepare participants to become lifelong learners, to compete suc-
cessfully in the job market, to become competent parents and 
family members, and to exercise their rights and responsibilities 
as citizens through active community involvement.” The non-
profit is fundamentally about community. Volunteers, employees, 
and students work together toward goals such as the GED, Exter-
nal Diploma Program, or improving basic skills. The organization 
places much weight on the External Diploma Program, wherein 
adult learners demonstrate 65 practical skills in lieu of passing 
standardized tests. They also offer the ability for students and 
volunteers to help cultivate a garden and enroll in seminars.

Hartson credits many of her ideas about education to her own 
instruction at the Rosary. 

“I think I got so much from Sacred Heart,” Sister Hartson 
said. “Without the prayer, contemplation, service, social justice, I 
wouldn’t be where I am today.”

Sister Hartson believes that her religious education helped 
plant in her the desire to help the marginalized. She felt that her 
teachers encouraged her to “reach out to the poor who were not 
living the way we were.” 

Through the Society of the Sacred Heart, she gained oppor-
tunities to enact change. “Most RSCJs go about their lives think-
ing, ‘What are the needs out there?’” Sister Hartson said. Each 
year she works with 150 to 200 students through Living Wages. 

Together with her co-workers, the organization is making strides 
in reforming the way society looks at education by highlighting 
the advantage of popular education. In contrast to formal educa-
tion, popular education centers on teachers and learners working 
together to help adults take control of their own learning. 

“Popular education is about the people and being empow-
ered,” Hartson said. “And it’s working.” 

Many learners advance one or more grade levels in their edu-
cation. This July, Hartson watched 40 men and women receive 
diplomas from Living Wages. Other learners have gone on to 
advance in their workplaces, and many return to Living Wages 
to volunteer.

“It’s not about numbers,” she explained. “It’s not about com-
petition; it’s about the person.”

Hartson feels that her work through Living Wages commu-
nicates deeply with the foundation of the Society of the Sacred 
Heart. As St. Madeleine Sophie Barat said, “For the sake of one 
child, I would have founded the Society.” Living Wages is run 
in a similar way, by focusing on each individual and what they 
can achieve.

“Everybody is gifted. Everyone has something to give,” 
she said. “When we don’t educate them, the whole society is 
losing out.”

By Sarah Manthey ’06

“Popular education is about 

the people and being 

empowered . . .  

and it's working.”

Betsy Hartson ’55
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When our class graduated in 1958, our families gave the school 
the beautiful, lighted arch over the gates that welcomes all to the 
Rosary. To mark our 50th Reunion celebration we wanted to give 
Sacred Heart another gift, something very special that we would 
be remembered by.

We asked Dr. Burns what the school needed, and were told 
that a statue that could be used for the Lower School May Crown-
ings would be a wonderful gift. Thrilled with that idea, we spread 
the word among our classmates, and the hunt began.

We had a time finding that perfect Mary statue. We searched 
catalogs, local shops, antiques stores in nearby towns, and we even 
asked the Archdiocese if they had any statues from post-Katrina 
churches. Gretchen Reinike Eppling (our classmate who volun-
teered to help restore the statue), in her appreciation for beauty, 
would not settle for anything less than just the right statue. We 
were searching for an old and beloved statue of the Virgin. 

Our co-alumnae directors, Julie Ann Schmedtje Connick ’77 
and Charlotte Schmedtje Hebert ’90 knew of our quest, and re-
membered seeing one that might work. Hallelujah! They found 
her up in the attic over the Chapel! She was badly damaged, but 
oh, so beautiful! One of her hands was missing and the other one 
was broken. She was covered in white paint and her toenails had 
been painted, most probably by students. But she was the one, 
the youthful Mary we’d been looking for. 

Now the work would begin. Gretchen volunteered to repair 
her. Her brother, Charles Reinike, offered to help. It was going to 
be quite a job. Fortunately, we located a man who repaired stat-
ues for the Archdiocese, and he was able to scrape away the white 
paint, and underneath were the faded original colors.

We were thrilled to be able to present our Mary, even in her 
unfinished state, to those present at the annual Alumnae Reunion 
Mass, telling them we would have her repaired in time for the 
May Crowning in the spring.

Next, local porcelain restorer, Jeanne Stallworth, rebuilt 
Mary’s hands and beautifully repaired her. Then, Gretchen en-
hanced and softened the original colors found on the statue. She 
used pastels and finished with a sealant. She worked in a lower 
school hallway where the girls had the privilege of watching their 
Mary become even more beautiful as they passed by on their way 
from place to place.

While all of that was going on, a number of pictures were 
found showing that our Mary had been used for May Crownings 
from the early days of the last century into more modern times. 
Hopefully, she will be used and loved for many years to come. 

In May, local alumnae of the Class of 1958 attended the Low-
er School May Crowning. Watching our Mary being crowned 
once again was the icing on the cake. We were invited to crown 
her again after the girls had their ceremony. Gretchen was our 
crowner. The girls sang. Tears of joy were shed. Photos snapped. 
Smiles all around. What a day! What a perfect ending to our 
wonderful 50th Reunion Year! Thank you Sacred Heart! 

 Let’s mention our classmates, not pictured at the Friday Lun-
cheon, but who traveled to celebrate with us: Virginia Brown 
Hankins, Judith Daniel Deane, Katharine Forsyth, and Brenda 
Baehr Fuselier. Maria Elena Aguilar Salazar, though not physi-
cally present, called us during the luncheon all the way from  
San Salvadore.  

How we missed those who could not be with us and the four 
who have “gone to God.” Celeste Baker, Sheila Kerrigan, Peggy 
McEnerny and Gail Stimson. 

What a Class of ’58! What a Reunion we had!

by Patricia Sporl Schonberg ’58

Reunion Luncheon: Front Row ~ Ann Marie Oertling Bertsch, Gail 
O’Brien Saucier, Gretchen Reinike Eppling, Yvonne Broussard 
Warren, Gayle Prat Carriere, Roma Ann Gibson-King, Suzanne 
Cassard Wiseman, Karen Knight, Geraldine Smith Gough, Kathleen 
Roth. Back Row ~ Mary Cassard, Florence McDonald Boogaerts, 
Susan Fee Steinberg, Rose Marie Rapier Redmann, Barbara Brewer 
Charbonnet, Renée Richard McKenna, Susan Dyer Johnson, Patricia 
Sporl Schonberg, Patricia Tynes Bonner, Judy Weysham Nelson.

Class of ‘58 

. . . we wanted to give Sacred Heart 

another gift, something  

very special . . . 
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1992
If you attended a volleyball game at Sacred Heart in the ear-
ly ’90s or ’00s, you probably witnessed a Goodier girl help to 
lead her team to a victory. For Kendall Goodier Hales ’92 and 
Lindsey Goodier ’03, volleyball was a major part of their high 
school years. Their teams won several state championships. Both 
girls say that volleyball gave them fond memories of school and 
an excellent foundation of camaraderie and discipline which is 
carrying through to their professional lives. “Playing sports was 
a great way for me to make new friends and learn the impor-
tance of teamwork. We had to rely on each other to do well. 
Some of my best friends today were my high school teammates,” 
says Kendall.

 Because athletics was such an important part of their lives, 
both girls decided to give something back to that field and pur-
sued careers in physical therapy. Lindsey will graduate with a de-
gree in physical therapy from UT Southwestern Medical School 
next year. “I experienced firsthand what it was like to play with 
injuries or to have to sit on the sidelines and watch when injured, 
so I want to show others how to prevent injuries and help reha-
bilitate those who are injured so they can get back to playing,” 
she says. 

 After Kendall attended Rollins College on a volleyball schol-
arship, she earned a master’s degree in physical therapy from 
LSUMC and is currently finishing her Doctorate of Science in 
PT at Texas Tech. She developed a program for decreasing inci-
dences of injury in young female athletes. Kendall has worked for 
Crane Rehabilitation for the past 10 years, and shares her knowl-
edge and expertise with the current Sacred Heart students in our 
training room every other week. 

  Lindsey advises young girls interested in athletics to work 
hard and stick with it as you will make some of the greatest mem-
ories of your life. Kendall says that many girls quit because they 
think they are not good enough, and she wants to remind those 
girls that everyone can contribute something. “Whether you’re 
the star player making all the points or the person cheering on 
the team, everyone has an important role to play.”

 The Goodier sisters wanted to do something to give back to 
Sacred Heart since it has been such a meaningful part of their 
family. They are fourth generation graduates, and now Kendall’s 
daughter, Madison, is here in first grade. They are making a sig-
nificant contribution to the funding of the new athletic facility 
being built on the site of the old Mater Hall. The contribution 
has even more significance as they are making it in the name of 
their brother, Dr. Colin Goodier, who was tragically killed one 
year ago when a car struck him as he was riding his bike. Their 
mother, Nicette Gensler Goodier ’65, and the Goodier family 
worked tirelessly to get the Louisiana legislature to pass the Colin 
Goodier Bicycle Protection Act requiring motorists to stay three 
feet away from cyclists on the road. “Athletics was an important 
part of Colin’s life, too, and we believe this is a wonderful way to 
honor him,” says Kendall. 

By Lisette Bayle ’83 

“. . .this is 

a wonderful 

way to 

honor Colin.”

Kendall Goodier Hales ‘92

Lindsey Goodier ‘03



          College tours help students learn more  

  about a university beyond the information 

provided on the Internet or printed in view-

books and catalogs. Through on-site visits, 

students get to experience various colleges 

which vary in atmosphere, size, campus 

dynamic, and surrounding areas.  Besides 

viewing the school up close and personal, 

students can question school representatives 

about the college. It can be both exciting 

and informative, especially if experienced 

with some friends.

College counselor Julie Hauber has ini-

tiated and planned several college trips since 

she took over the position. She involves the 

students in planning the trip, including 

which schools to visit and when to go. Each 

student receives a planning book that has 

current articles about colleges, highlights 

and facts about each institution, and space 

to journal their thoughts after the visit.  
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Southeast Tour 2008
The first college tour took place last sum-

mer, and the nine day bus tour boasted two 

dozen school visits as well as several recre-

ational stops. The first leg included visits 

to Ole Miss, to Vanderbilt, and everything 

from barbeque to rafting. The girls then 

toured schools in Virginia, North Carolina 

and Georgia. Whether they were walking 

through historic Charleston or spending an 

evening in Atlanta’s Centennial Park, the 

students got a look at both campus life and 

the local flavor of college towns.

Northeast Tour 2009
The Northeast Tour started on Mardi 

Gras Day as the group flew to Boston and 
took a shuttle bus to Cheers restaurant. 
Less than half of the group had been to 
Boston or New York before and even less 
had taken a subway or experienced a north-

ern winter. The students combined campus 

tours with viewing the sights of New York 

and Boston. 

In Boston, the tours started at Tufts, 

then continued to Boston College and Bos-

ton University, and finished with Brandeis 

and Harvard. Everyone met in Harvard 

Square for dinner. The next morning the 

group took the train down to Providence 

to tour Brown University and Providence 

College. From there, some students went to 

Wheaton for a tour and others went to the 

Boston Commons area to ice skate and to 

walk part of the Freedom Trail.

University of North Carolina—
Chapel Hill

Ice skating in Boston Commons
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On Friday, they took a chartered bus 

from Boston to New York. Along the way, 

they stopped at Amherst, Bard, and Vassar 

for tours. In the city, the students success-

fully navigated the subway system for tours 

at Columbia/Barnard, NYU and Fordham. 

The girls later enjoyed Shrek: The Musi-

cal on Broadway, took in bustling Times 

Square, and enjoyed frozen hot chocolate at 

Serendipity. The last tour was an optional 

5:30 AM tour on Sunday morning at Yale. 

Other girls had the morning to shop, walk 

to Central Park, and enjoy snow flurries be-

fore the flight home.

Southeast Tour 2009
This summer’s Southeast tour proved to be 

just as exciting and packed full of visits as 

the previous one, taking the girls through 

Tuscaloosa and Birmingham to see the Uni-

versity of Alabama and Birmingham South-

ern College, before heading to Atlanta and 

Athens. From The Varsity and the World 

of Coke to the Pigeon River in the Smoky 

Mountains, the participants had a chance 

to experience what they might encounter in 

their new college towns. The group toured 

the University of Tennessee, Sewanee, 

Vanderbilt, Belmont, Rhodes, Ole Miss, 

South Carolina, and College of Charleston.  

Day Tours
Ms. Hauber has also provided day tours as 

an option for in-state schools such as LSU 

and Loyola. Last October, students attend-

ed a national college fair in Baton Rouge, 

toured LSU, and talked with Rosary alum-

nae. Sacred Heart’s new shuttle bus will no 

doubt increase such local trips.

Future Tours
A trip to colleges in the Washington and 

Virginia area will likely be included in the 

next planned tour.  Based on student inter-

est, other trips could be scheduled for Texas, 

California, Chicago or the Midwest. 

Reflecting on the Experience
Ms. Hauber is pleased with the outcome of 

all the trips. She feels that participating stu-

dents not only got a snapshot of what spe-

cific colleges can offer, but the tour helped 

educate them in how the application process 

works. “It gives them more knowledge in 

choosing the best colleges for them,” Hau-

ber said. Sacred Heart is fortunate to be able 

to foster such wide-ranging opportunities 

for its soon-to-be-graduates.

Yale University

The touring students were excellent am-

bassadors for Sacred Heart and were well-

received at all stops on the tour. Students 

and parents alike have experienced great 

rewards as a result of the recent tours. 

One parent commented on how help-

ful she felt the visit was for her daughter. 

“She had a wonderful time and came home 

excited about several of the colleges she 

visited. It helped her to have a foundation 

to make the big decision on which college 

she'll choose. She now knows what she will 

be looking for in a college.” Our students 

were able to discern what they want in a 

college, as well as explore new opportunities 

alongside familiar faces.

Tufts University

Rafting on the Ocoee River in Tennessee





NEW BOARD MEMBERS

THE BRIDGE  |  AUTUMN 09 15

Stafford J. Viator
Better known as Chuck, Viator is no 
stranger to Sacred Heart. He has served 
as Vice-Chairman and has been on the 
Board for many years. Chuck is a native of 
New Iberia, Louisiana, and has been mar-
ried to Susan Musso Viator for 24 years. 
They have three children, Amy Claire ’09, 
Margaret ’11, and Caroline ’17.

  Viator is Managing Director of Wells 
Fargo Advisors. He serves as a Private In-
vestment Manager for highly customized 
investment plans and portfolios. Before 
joining Wells Fargo in 2005, he was a 
Senior Vice president at Smith Barney in 
New Orleans since 1989. He received a 
bachelor’s degree in finance from Louisi-
ana State University in 1984.

  Chuck Viator’s activities at Sacred 
Heart include serving as President of the 
Fathers’ Club, and actively participating in 
Parents’ Annual Giving campaigns, serv-
ing as Chair in 2004 with Susan.

  Chuck’s reasons for committing to 
this responsibility are easy to understand. 
He says, “Susan and I are very apprecia-
tive of what Sacred Heart has done for 
our family and so many others before us. 
We want to help ensure that Sacred Heart 
continues the traditions of a great New 
Orleans institution. By leading this com-
munity in shaping the great leaders of the 
future, Sacred Heart is helping to change 
our world.”  

Lauren Rodehorst Lagarde
Lauren Lagarde was born and raised in 
New Orleans. After her marriage to M. L. 
Lagarde III, they moved from New Orleans 
and lived in various cities in Georgia, Tex-
as and Virginia. They have three children: 
Erin, Taylor and Emily. A serendipitous job 
offer landed them back in their hometown 
after 15 years. Their eldest daughter, Erin, 
entered 10th grade at the Rosary where she 
discovered and experienced the love and 
support of the Sacred Heart family. Emily, 
their youngest, graduated last May and she 
also experienced the loving and nurturing 
atmosphere of Sacred Heart.

Lauren has been an active volunteer in 
the community, her church parish and at 
Sacred Heart over the years helping out in 
a variety of ways. Most recently, she and 
Mel have served as co-chairs of the Con-
tinuing Our Excellence Capital Campaign 
committee. They are committed to help-
ing and serving Sacred Heart in whatever 
way they can by giving back to the school 
that gave so much to their girls by helping 
them discover their gifts and potential.

Evans Martin "Marty" McLeod 
Evans Martin "Marty" McLeod was born 
and raised in Jackson, Mississippi. He is 
one of four boys. Marty is a graduate of 
the Jackson Preparatory School; Ole Miss, 
where he obtained an accounting degree; 
and the Loyola University School of Law, 
where he attended at night while employed 
at Intermarine, Inc. Marty is a partner at 
the law firm of Phelps Dunbar, LLP. He is 
married to Colleen Eustis McLeod, who is 
a 1988 Sacred Heart graduate. Colleen is a 
realtor with Prieur Properties, LLC. Their 
three daughters attend Sacred Heart: Elle 
is entering 7th grade; Gigi is entering 3rd 
grade; and Coco is entering Pre-K. 

Marty and Colleen strongly believe in 
Sacred Heart. They are past class chairs for 
the Capital Campaign. Since 2004, Mar-
ty has served on the Legal & Insurance 
Committee where he has worked with 
Dr. Burns and other committee members 
on a number of issues. Colleen has been 
and remains actively involved in Sacred 
Heart where she has served, among other 
things, as an Auction Co-Chair, Alumnae 
Board member, new parents’ liasion, room 
mother, and room mother coordinator. She 
also founded the Helping Hearts program 
and has chaired a Congé booth for several 
years. Marty and Colleen are also involved 
in a number of other civic and charitable 
organizations. In 2008, they co-chaired 
the "Soul Revival" annual fundraising 
event for the Legacy Donor Foundation, 
an organization dedicated to organ trans-
plant awareness. Marty looks forward to 
working with Dr. Burns and each trustee 
to further the Goals of Sacred Heart so 
that its students, including his children, 
can develop their individual talents and 
reach their goals. 

NEW BOARD CHAIRMAN

We are grateful to departing Board 
members: Phil Cossich, George Dupuy, 
Sandra Schmedtje Ellender ’59, Donna 
Fraiche, Paula Gruener, RSCJ and Pat 
Talley.





CLASS OF 2009
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CLASS OF 2009 - COLLEGE CHOICES
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Rosa Teresa Balaguer 
Loyola University New Orleans

Victoria Lynne Barkley 
Loyola University New Orleans

Clesi Ann Bennett* 
Sewanee: The University of the South

Madeline Kate Berbuesse 
Louisiana State University

Amy Rose Bergeron*** 
Vanderbilt University

Bethany Nicole Burst 
Southeastern Louisiana University

Angela Caeti Cardon 
Loyola University New Orleans

Mairin Eileen Casey 
Rhodes College

Lucienne Ellen Christman 
Southeastern Louisiana University

Nicole Antonia Stempien Colombo* 
Tulane University

Alexis Ross Counce* 
Louisiana State University

Caroline Sumner Counce* 
Louisiana State University

Kristina Ann Crouch*** 
Tulane University

Paige Cecile Deichmann*** 
Tulane University

Casey Elaine Duplantier** 
College of Charleston

Charlotte Duvic Flynn 
Sewanee: The University of the South

Daisy W Fok* 
University of Southern California

Mary Elise Fox 
Spring Hill College

Hilary Marie Grenier Gaudin 
Louisiana State University

Elizabeth Ashley Geary 
Louisiana State University

Mallory Healy Geary 
University of Alabama

Karis Maria Hawkins 
University of Louisiana Lafayette

Marguerite Elizabeth Ives Henry 
College of Charleston

Patricia Marie Hickham* 
Louisiana State University

Taylor Michelle Jones 
Loyola University New Orleans

Stephanie Marie Jouandot** 
Louisiana State University

Emily Anne Lagarde 
Loyola University New Orleans

Madeleine Marie Barat Leefe*** 
Loyola University New Orleans

Mary Olivier Legendre 
Loyola University New Orleans

Francesca Marfese Smith Lupo 
Southern Methodist University

Monica Louise Martin*** 
University of Pennsylvania

Emily Eyler Mattesky*** 
Tulane University

Margaret Grace McCleskey* 
Colorado College

Logan Eloise Melius 
Louisiana State University

Lindsay Ann Millet 
College of Charleston

Courtney Elizabeth Mills* 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Cynthia Patricia Ramirez 
Loyola University New Orleans

Jennifer Rose Sabludowsky 
Louisiana State University

Katharine Parker Saussy** 
Tulane University

Pauline Frances Schmit*** 
Dartmouth College

Lindsey Ann Seibert 
Louisiana State University

Ana Eleanor Seip 
Spring Hill College

Anna Elizabeth McAleer Slattery 
Hendrix College

Celeste Marie Sonnier 
Louisiana State University

Frances Page Tompkins* 
Louisiana State University

Ashley Lynn Tufton** 
Rhodes College

Isabela Sophie Valdes 
Louisiana State University

Sydney Frances Veron* 
Louisiana State University

Amy Claire Viator* 
Louisiana State University

Akieshale Oshaneke Washington 
Southeastern Louisiana University

Brittany Lee Whitsell 
Louisiana State University

Jillian Elizabeth Willard** 
University of Texas, Austin

Mary Scott Willis*** 
Georgetown University

*Honors
**High Honors
***Highest Honors
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ACADEMIC AND FINANCIAL AID SCHOLARSHIpS
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Scholarships are an integral part of independent schools. Scholarships promote academic 
excellence, recognize leadership skills, cultivate specific interests while encouraging our 
students to go beyond the Goals and Criteria of Sacred Heart education. There are two 
types of scholarships: academic scholarships and financial aid scholarships. Academic  
merit scholarships are awarded to students who embody the goals of Sacred Heart 
education in their everyday lives while meeting certain criteria that are specific to each 
scholarship.  They are presented at Prize Day by family members or representatives who 
helped establish these scholarships.  Financial aid scholarships are awarded to students who 
demonstrate financial need and fulfill criteria specific to each scholarship. These recipients 
remain anonymous. 

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIpS:

The Ester Adams Centennial Scholarship 
Fund established in 1991 by a bequest from 
the estate of Ester Adams.

The Kimberly Marie Adams Scholarship 
Fund established in 1997 in memory of 
Kimberly Marie Adams ’92 by her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey P. Adams, and her 
friend, Mr. John J. Maceluch. 

The Sister Mary Adele Bush, RSCJ 
Scholarship Fund established in 1990  in 
memory of Sr. Adele Bush, a Religious of 
the Sacred Heart and beloved Sacred Heart 
educator at the Rosary.

The William Copeland Scholarship Fund 
established in 2003 in memory of Mr. 
Copeland and in honor of the Copeland’s 
daughter Dr. Leslie Copeland ’91.

The Golden Cardinal Scholarship Fund 
established in 1999 by Mr. and Mrs. 
Ronald J. McAlear.

The Nancy Stafford Hartson Scholarship 
Fund established in 2000 in memory 
of Nancy Stafford Hartson ’84 by her 
classmate Liz Hadden Creel ’84 and her 
husband Dr. Terry Creel.

The Lapeyre Scholarship Fund established 
in 1985 in memory of Odile Lapeyre by 
friends and family.  

The Sister Shirley Miller, RSCJ Scholarship 
Fund established in 2003 to honor Sister 
Shirley Miller who served as Headmistress 

FINANCIAL AID 
SCHOLARSHIpS:

The Ester Adams Scholarship Fund was 
established in 1987 by the Board of 
Trustees in celebration of the school’s 
Centennial and is funded by the estate of 
Ester Adams.

The Oliver H. Dabezies, Jr. Scholarship 
Fund established in 2006 by a gift from 
the Charles W. and Elizabeth Goodyear 
Foundation and matching gift from the 
BHP Billiton Matching Gift Program in 
memory of Oliver H. Dabezies, Jr., father 
of Elizabeth Goodyear ’81. 

The Goizueta Foundation Scholars’ Fund 
established in 2001 with funds from the 
Foundation’s grant to support several 
annual scholarships to students of Hispanic 
and/or Latina heritage whose families 
currently reside in the United States.

The Dorothy Fleury Hills’ Blue Ribbon 
Scholarship Fund established in 2001 in 
memory of Dorothy Fleury Hills ’30.

The Euxenia Bacchich Rathe ’09 Scholarship 
Fund established in 1981 by an anonymous 
donor to provide tuition assistance to 
relatives of Sacred Heart alumnae.

of the Rosary for fourteen years. The fund 
is supported annually by the Sacred Heart 
Rosary Alumnae Board. 

The Sharon Ellis Murray Scholarship Fund 
established in 2007 in memory of Sharon 
Ellis Murray ’91 by her family and friends.

The Ana Marie Rapier Scholarship Fund 
established in 1985 by Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael J. Rapier in honor of his mother, 
Ana Marie.  

The A. Louis Read Scholarship Fund 
established in 1987 in memory of  
A. Louis Read, who was a leader in New 
Orleans as well as father and grandfather 
of three Rosary alumnae. The fund was 
established by Mr. Read’s daughter Susan 
Read Johnson ’64 and her husband  
Doug Johnson.

The Sacred Heart Distinguished Scholar 
Award established in 2003 by the  
Board of Trustees. 

The Peggy D. Sarpy ’63 and Margaret D. 
Ramsey ’32 Scholarship Fund established 
in 1999 in memory of Peggy Denechaud 
Sarpy ’63 and her mother, Margaret 
Denechaud Ramsey ’32.

The Virginia Wilson Voelker Scholarship 
Fund established in 1991 in honor of 
Virginia Wilson Voelker by the Voelker 
family for their beloved mother.



ON ExCHANGE by Christian Vaicius, Libby Clark and Nancy Wohl
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“I have no idea how I am going to pack all of 
my beads.  I have had so much fun with my 
host family. I love New Orleans,” Monser-
rat Astorquiza.

This quote aptly sums up the experi-
ences of the six exchange students from Sa-
cred Heart Apoquinado in Santiago, Chile. 
While they were in New Orleans in Febru-
ary, they not only attended classes at Sacred 
Heart, but they also experienced the usual 
tourist attractions such as Hornets games, 
a Swamp Tour, some early Mardi Gras pa-
rades, trips to the Gulf Coast, along with 
many visits to the French Quarter.    

The Chileans’ visit afforded our stu-
dents new insights into aspects of the city 
we often take for granted. Carolina Buned-
er was impressed by seeing her first “wild” 
squirrel, getting PJ’s in the afternoon with 
her host sister, and Mardi Gras parades.  
Bernardita Astaburuaga loved New Orleans 
so much that she is actually considering at-
tending Tulane when she is at the Facultad 
in Santiago. The city’s architecture and the 
kindness of our citizens were her favorite 
attractions. But she, along with the other 
students, remained perplexed by our need 
to put so much ice in our drinks.    

Not only did the students enjoy the 
unique culture of New Orleans, but they 
also appreciated the time spent with their 
hosts’ families. Angelica Bonilla said that 
she especially enjoyed the time with her 
host family, being treated as if she were a 
member of a relative. Rosario Marquez said 

that she couldn’t wait to reciprocate, treat-
ing her host, Shelley Tompkins, to an in-
sider’s view of Santiago. 

After five weeks, everyone in Upper 
School became attached to these remark-
able young women, especially their host sis-
ters. As we watched them go through air-
port security, Upper School student, Katey 
Armstrong, remarked with a teary smile, 
“I can’t wait until June. I already miss my 
new sister.”  

 This is the second year of the exchange 
between Sacred Heart Apoquindo in San-
tiago, Chile and the Academy of the Sacred 
Heart New Orleans. So far the intercambio 
has been a success and Christian Vaicius, 
the exchange coordinator is confident that 
the bond between the two schools in the 
Sacred Heart Network will continue for 
many years. 

Several Months Later. . .
During the summer, six Rosary students 
and Middle School counselor, Libby Clark, 
spent a month in Santiago, Chile as part 
of the exchange program. Not only did 
the girls attend classes, but they were able 
to experience and appreciate the beauty of 
the culture, architecture and landscape of 
Chile. On one field trip, they travelled by 
box car up a mountain to see Our Lady on 
San Cristobal Hill, and witnessed the amaz-
ing beauty of Santiago.

One of the host families gave the girls 
a wonderful tour of the historical center in 

downtown Santiago, where the Govern-
ment Palace, the National Library, and the 
original Court House are located. They 
also visited the Town Square where the 
local artists show their work, and where 
the students had many opportunities to 
practice their Spanish.  With its beautiful 
Cathedral of Santiago, this area reminded 
everyone of the French Quarter. The group 
also took several day trips to El Pueblito 
de los Domincos, a charming market filled 
with local artists.  It is set up like a tiny 
village full of locals creating pottery, jewel-
lery, clothing, and woodwork. 

Some of the teachers at Colegio del Sa-
grado Corazón Apoquindo, a Sacred Heart 
school, treated our girls to a tour of a local 
vineyard. The girls visited the Underrago 
Winery and learned all about the delicate 
process of making wine. Undurrago is one 
of the oldest vineyards in Chile and is sur-
rounded by beautiful gardens and homes.   
One teacher’s grandfather owned the vine-
yard many years ago, and she was able  
to share wonderful “insider” stories with 
the girls.    

A particularly memorable day trip was 
an excursion to Valparaiso, a magnificent 
beach about two hours east of Santiago, 
where buildings are nestled in the moun-
tains and cliffs. The group spent the day 
climbing the hills of Valparaiso, and 
though the walking was strenuous, all were 
rewarded with beautiful views of the ocean 
and the city.  

Looking back, everyone agreed that it’s 
difficult to believe it all ended so quickly.  
They said the beauty of Santiago is impos-
sible to explain, and the people there are 
warm and generous. All believe that the 
experience taught them how to appreciate a 
different culture as well as their own.



MILESTONES

Valedictorian, Mary Willis Graduation Ceremony

Members of the Class of 2013

Second Grade First Communion Class
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MARCH 29, 2009 CONGé: ISLE OF SACRé COEUR

This year’s Congé was another great success 
earning a net profit of $110,038! Congratu-
lations to Congé Co-Chairs: Ingrid Garvey, 
Sarah Ott, Michele King, Mary Belle  
Connick, Tricia Busha and Wendy Thomas. 
The ladies outdid themselves by organiz-
ing a fun-filled day that included fire truck 
rides, entertainment by The Boogie Men, 
Guitar Hero, confetti eggs, shopping, in-
credible food and drink and great commu-
nity building.

22
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HEADMASTER'S DINNER

The Headmaster’s Circle of Donors was 
invited to attend a Mass followed by dinner 
to show the school’s appreciation to our 
contributors for their generous donations 
to the Parents’ Annual Giving Campaign.  
The beautiful May evening dinner in the 
front courtyard was donated by Restaurant 
August. Special thanks to Duke Robin, 
Dionne Bloemer and the Mantilla family for 
underwriting this lovely event.

Wendy and Dane Ciolino

Duke Robin, Jodi Taylor, Octavio and Melissa Mantilla (owners of Restaurant 
August), John Besh, Tim Ellender and Dionne Bloemer.

Stuart and Julie DesRoches Clifton and Elizabeth LeBlanc

Headmaster Tim Burns and Chef John Besh

23
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SpORTS HIGHLIGHTS 2009
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The volleyball team celebrates finishing as State Runner-up. The Volleyball State 
Championship match between ASH and E.D. White was the first Louisiana girls’ finals 
(in any sport) televised “Live”.

The 2008-2009 athletic season was a huge success, but it is only a prelude to our upcoming 
season. Both the Middle and Upper Schools have many outstanding teams and athletes, 
so don’t miss the exciting opportunity to stay connected to their success. Check out our 
revamped athletic page on the ASH website at www.ashrosary.org to get the latest informa-
tion about ASH Athletics, and practice and competition schedules. Join the ASH Athletics 
Group on Facebook “Academy of the Sacred Heart Athletics - The Rosary.”  

Get “LIVE” game updates on Twitter at Twitter.com/ASHAthletics.  

Stay connected to ASH Athletics and Goooooo…..Cardinals.

Kristina Crouch goes up for a “Kill” against 
E.D. White in the Volleyball State Finals.  
Kristina Crouch and Taylor Jones were 
selected to the All-State Volleyball Team.

Soccer Team Captains Mary Elise Fox, 
Mae Casey and Casey Duplantier receive 
the State Runner-up trophy.

Soccer Team at Independence Stadium before the State Championship game versus St. Louis.
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Bethany Burst receives her silver medal for 
finishing as the State Runner-up at the 
Cross Country State Championships.  

Cross Country celebrates their State Championship. This was the Cross Country Team’s third 
straight state title.

ASH had four TOP 10 finishers at the Cross Country State 
Championships: Bethany Burst–2nd, Morgan Lee–4th, 
Emily Tixier–6th, Megan Terral–9th

Outdoor Track & Field State Championships: Caroline Bloemer 
(left) was State Runner-up in the 2 Mile and Morgan Lee (right) 
finished 3rd.

Outdoor Track & Field State Championships: Ardenne Martin 
(right) was 3rd in the 800m.

Outdoor Track & Field State Championships: Bethany Burst 
finished 3rd in both the High Jump and 100M Hurdles. Bethany 
received a scholarship from Southeastern Louisiana University and 
will be competing in both cross country and track & field.
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ALUMNAE NEWS | SUMMER 2009

Mildred Fossier ’31 – received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Louisiana 
Center for Women and Government 
Group. She is a member of the League of 
Women Voters and Alliance for Affordable 
Energy and the first woman to hold the 
position of Director in New Orleans city 

government (the Welfare Department and 
the Parkway and Park Commission) in the 
1960s. She celebrated her 96th birthday 
and the “Mildred Fossier Palm Grove” 
was dedicated in her honor on Poydras 
and Claiborne Ave. She saved and trans-
planted centurian palms against the odds. 
Remember Ms. Fossier as you drive around 
the city and enjoy the elegant Canary 
Island Palms. 

Marion Schexnayder Zinser '41 – majored 
in Drama at Loyola University and is still 
acting in documentaries and commercials. 
Her most recent role was a speaking part in 
the film, "The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button," starring Brad Pitt and filmed in 
New Orleans. 

Joel Roy Barnett '45 – is a devoted and  
dedicated Child of the Sacred Heart. She 
joined the faculty of Sacred Heart as a 
physical education teacher and coached 
sports for several years. She recently retired 
from Ochsner Hospital after 17 years of 
service as a hostess in the Family Surgery 
Waiting Room. 

Joy Nalty Hodges ’48 – was awarded 
the Cenla-ian of the Year by Cenla Focus 
magazine and a panel of community lead-
ers in central Louisiana. She also received 
statewide recognition when she was  
selected as a Louisiana Legend by the 
Friends of Louisiana Public Broadcasting. 

Vivian Schonfeld Solares ’59 – says that it 
is a privilege and a pleasure to be the class 
representative from the Class of 1959. She 
is looking forward to reunion weekend 
and hopes that everyone from her class will 
be able to attend. For more information 
contact Vivian at vsolares@cox.net.

Kathleen “Cookie” Delery Baxter ’71 –  
has three children, all of whom have  
attended West Point. Her daughter 
Elizabeth is a 1st Lieutenant stationed in 
Germany and has served in Italy, Romania 
and Bulgaria. Her son Paul graduated from 
West Point in 2007 and will be deployed 
to Afghanistan. Her third child is a 2nd 
year student at West Point and will study 
Russian in Ezebeckestan. Cookie is a 
12-year cancer survivor - she had stage 3 
Hodgkin's when her children were twelve, 
ten and seven. Last July, she was diagnosed 
with thyroid cancer that had spread to her 
neck, but was fortunate to receive excel-
lent treatment at M. D. Anderson. She is 
grateful to Sacred Heart for providing her 
with an excellent academic education, and 
is especially thankful to the late Jill Keiffer, 
her biology teacher. She credits Sacred 
Heart with enabling her to go through life 
with passion and great curiosity. 

Bunny Kelly Ryan ’77 – moved back from 
Miami after ten years. Before living in 
Florida, she and her family lived in South 
Bend, IN for five years. She has three 
daughters, two are in high school and the 
other in 8th grade.

Margaret Schiro Escousse ’82 – has 
moved back to New Orleans with her fam-
ily after being away for 20 years. She has a 
daughter who will be a freshman at ASH 
and two sons in college. Margaret is also a 
substitute teacher.

Mary Babst Vedros ’85 – is now a financial 
manager at Barton Credit Union with 
Monsanto in Luling, LA. Monsanto is an 
agricultural company applying innovation 
and technology to help farmers around the 
world produce more while conserving more.

Alice Babst Prestia ’92 – is serving as chief 
of staff at Women and Children’s Hospital 
in Lake Charles for 2009 in addition to her 
regular OB-GYN practice.

Margaret Babst Burgard ’96 – is Director 
of Human Resources for Louisiana Citizens 
Property Insurance Corporation.

Gabriela Carmona Barnet ’97 – graduated 
from UCLA and went to law school in Los 
Angeles. She has lived there for the past 
12 years and recently moved back to New 
Orleans with her husband, Amir, who is a 
Louisiana native. She now works with her 
mother at Classic Tours travel agency, a 
business her mom has owned for the last 15 
years. They specialize in world travel and 
also have special religious tours to Israel. 

Taylor Legendre Houser ’97 – graduated 
from the College of Charleston and opened 
a children’s clothing store in Charleston, 
SC. She recently moved back to New Orleans 
and is working in the development office at 
Sacred Heart as the new Alumnae Director.

Marianne Mullin ’98 – graduated from 
medical school in 2006 and began a five 
year residency in radiology at Emory 
University in Atlanta. She plans to pursue a 
fellowship at Emory in neuroradiology.

Elaine de la Houssaye Hardie ’99 –  
graduated from Rhodes College with a 
BA in sociology and received her certifica-
tion in elementary education. She taught 
kindergarten and recently 3rd grade in the 
Sacred Heart Pre and Primary Schools. 
She now works in the Sacred Heart 
Development Office as the new Director  
of Annual Giving and Special Events.

Mildred Fossier ’31 
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Rachael Foley Morris ’99 – is entering 
her second year in the OB/GYN residency 
program at the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center in Jackson, MS. She 
is married to Michael W. Morris, MD 
who is entering his second year in the 
General Surgery residency program at the 
University of Mississippi Medical Center. 
She was recently chosen as the recipient of 
the Carl G. Evers MD Society Resident of 
the Year 2008-2009. 

Kim Anne Sanford ’01 – received her 
undergraduate degree from Washington 
and Lee and graduated from LSU Medical 
School. She is currently completing an in-
ternship in anesthesia at Ochsner Medical 
Center and would like to eventually  
practice in New Orleans.

Amy Diecidue Savoie ’01 – is an interior 
decorator with HMS Architects. She re-
cently received the prestigious certificate 
from NCIDQ after passing the National 
Council for Interior Design Qualification. 
She also has successfully completed the 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design’s (LEED) accredited professional 
test for commercial interiors through the 
Green Building Certification Institute. She 
is an active member in the Junior League 
of New Orleans and just completed their 
“Get on Board” training program. She has 
joined the board of directors of Southern 
Rep Theatre. 
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Elaine de la Houssaye Hardie ’99

Outstanding Junior Award in 2008 and 
was also the recipient of the department 
of Psychology’s prestigious Paul C. Young 
award this year. She worked on an honors 
thesis in the area of eyewitness memory 
which she hopes to publish. She was 
awarded a grant from the Tiger Athletic 
Foundation to continue her research over 
the next three semesters.  

Ellie McCay Schwing ’06 – is a junior  
at the University of Alabama and is  
majoring in public relations with a minor 
in business.  

Alden Adolph ’07 – interned with the 
design engineering team at MacLean 
Power Systems in Chicago. She will return 
to Dartmouth this fall for the traditional 
“Sophomore Summer” as she works toward 
a degree in engineering sciences. 

Rachel Allison Yates ’07 – is studying 
biochemical engineering at LSU and is one 
of only three women in the program.  

Victoria Stroughter Sheard ’03 – gradu-
ated in 2007 from Southern Methodist 
University with a BBA in finance and a BA 
in international studies concentrating on 
European studies. She resides in Dallas and 
works as a financial analyst for Accenture. 
She enjoys volunteer work as a member of 
the Junior League as well as serving on the 
young alumni Board of Trustees of SMU 
and the Delta Gamma Foundation Board. 
She enjoys traveling and just returned from 
a trip to Asia. 

Caroline Foley ’04 – presented a 
poster along with Suzette Tassin ’05 at 
the Southeastern Psychology Association 
Conference in New Orleans on the effects 
of high stress work on happiness and aging. 
They were the recipients of the Psi Chi 
Regional Research Award. 

Sarah Griffin Landrum '05 – graduated 
with honors from Bowdoin College
in Brunswich, Maine. She attended The 
London School of Economics for her
junior year and is currently employed in 
Manhattan with the Kellogg
Company, a stock brokerage firm.

Michelle Grace Mullin ’05 – graduated 
magna cum laude from Auburn University 
and was inducted into the Auburn Chapter 
of Phi Beta Kappa, the oldest honor society 
in the United States. She will attend medi-
cal school at LSU in New Orleans. 

Suzette Colleen Tassin ’05 – gradu-
ated from LSU summa cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology 
and was a University Medalist for graduat-
ing with a 4.0 GPA and Upper Division 
Honors. She will begin a master’s program 
in Industrial/Organizational Psychology 
at George Mason University in the fall. 
At LSU, Suzette served consecutively as 
vice-president and president of the honors 
and service organization, Gamma Beta Phi. 
She was the recipient of Phi Kappa Phi’s 

Suzette Colleen Tassin ’05
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ALUMNAE WEDDINGS

Emily Elizabeth del Corral ’94
To:  John Michael Highsmith

Agatha-Marie Fuller Roth ’94
To:  Matthew John Kaller

Gwendolyn Derbes Perrilliat ’95
To:  Richard Edward Turcotte

Caroline Anne Condon ’96
To:  Dustin Robert Fleiner

Gabriela Suzette Carmona ’97
To:  Amir Barnet

Leigh Carroll Fenner ’97
To:  Michael Joseph Connery III

Fenner-Connery Wedding

Roth-Kaller Wedding

Lindsay Anne Ruckert ’98
To:  Jeffrey James Mutimer

Cynthia Morgan Babst ’99
To:  Scott Andrew Habig

Susannah Marguerite Reynolds ’99
To:  Joshua Michael Silvia

Virginia Zatarain Logan ’00
To:  William Terry Smith

Meghan Elise Moran ’00
To:  Kevin Thomas Rusciolelli

Sarah Taylor Stanton ’00
To:  George Springer Craft, II

Yvonne Marguerite Gwin ’01
To:  Hunter Numa Charbonnet, Jr.

Katherine Anne Cook ’03
To:  Michael Antonio Caballero

Anne Hartley Meric ’03
To:  Blair Andrew Crunk 

Elizabeth Baudin Stentz ’03
To:  Norman Vincent Ryan, Jr.

Stanton-Craft Wedding

Alumnae Events 2009-2010

Friday, October 16 – 50 year reunion  
 Luncheon, Reunion Weekend

Friday, October 16 – Party Around the  
 Fountain, Reunion Weekend

Saturday, October 17 – Alumnae Liturgy/ 

 Luncheon, Reunion Weekend

Sunday, October 18 – Family Mass, 
 Reunion Weekend

Saturday, December 5 – Santa Party

Tuesday, January 5 – Alumnae/Senior  

 College Prep Lunch

Friday, January 22 – Bingo Night

Sunday, February 28 – Alumnae Senior  
 Mass/Reception

Friday, March 26 – Alumnae Baby Party

Friday, June 11 – Feast of the Sacred Heart

Alumnae Board Meetings  
for 2009-2010

Monday, September 14 – Parlor 12:45

Monday, November 9 – Parlor 12:45

Monday, January 11 – Parlor 12:45

Monday, March 15 – Parlor 12:45

Monday, May 10 – TBA

14th AMASC World Congress
April 5–11, 2010 – Malta

Anne Hartley Meric and her Flower Girls
photo © Tricia Hardin

Logan-Smith Wedding
photo © Celeste Marshall Photography
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pRoviNcial TEam 
appoiNTmENTS

After consultation with Religious of the 

Sacred Heart across the United States, 

provincial Sister Paula Toner has appointed 

six RSCJ to serve with her as members of 

the U.S. Provincial Team. Three will be full 

time in St. Louis: Sisters Mary Charlotte 

Chandler, Mary Kay Hunyady, and Susan 

Maxwell; and three will be part time in 

various regions: Sisters Anne Byrne, 

region to be announced; Meg Causey in 

Michigan; and Melanie Guste in Louisiana.

Sister Toner and her team will begin 

a three-year term of leadership in 

August 2009.
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front row, from left: Mary Charlotte Chandler; 
Margaret (Meg) Causey; Anne Byrne
back row, from left: Mary Kay Hunyady; 
Melanie Guste; Paula Toner, provincial;  
Susan Maxwell

OLGA SIEFERTH ROME ’53 —  
COR UNUM AWARD RECIpIENT

Sr. Shirley Miller’s Tribute

When I think of Olga Sieferth Rome,  
I think of music and melody and harmony, of jazz, and blues, liturgical and choral…
I see Olga singing along and barn dancing many years ago at the AASH convention 
in Scottsdale…
I see her singing her grandbabies to sleep…
I see her sitting by Curtis’ sick bed…
I see her doing music therapy for her students…
I hear her leading the singing for funerals and weddings at Holy Name of Jesus Church…

The AMASC Conference in New Orleans that she planned could not be held because of 
Hurricane Katrina, but she faithfully made it happen at Greenwich…
I think of her Katrina drowned piano on which she and Curtis played and sang duets — 
and even then, the music continued…
I hear the dissonance and cacophony of Katrina…and yet her music continued.
Woman of faith and Southern charm…so long committed to AASH…
I remember twenty-seven years ago at the AASH in Omaha, having dinner at Gene and 
Jo Witt’s — Gene went on safaris and had tables made of animals, and Olga looked down 
at a tiger foot, and said, “Is that what I think it is?”

Alumnae Board president, president of AASH, president of AMASC, but most of all, 
loving and faithful wife, mother, grandmother, friend.
You have created so much melody and harmony in the lives of others.
 
The Cor Unum Award is one of the highest honors bestowed on a Sacred Heart alumna.   
Olga Rome received it this past year.
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BLESS THESE BABIES 2009

Patricia Rice Hickham ’85 – 4th child – 1st boy

Gina DiMarco Lujan ’91 – 3rd child – 2nd boy

Colleen Evans Lusignan ’91 – 3rd child – 3rd girl

Julie Eustis Vaicius ’91 – 2nd child – 1st boy

Lauren Penn Shannon Lindsay ’92 – 1st child – 1st boy

Heather Bonsack Schuber ’92 – 2nd child – 1st girl

Sarah Ackerman Gilberti ’94 – 1st child – 1st girl

Adele Michaelis Ralston ’94 – 1st child – 1st girl

Jane Rapier Spence ’94 – 2nd child – 2nd boy

Michelle Schonberg Ventola ’96 – 2nd child – 2nd boy

Mandy Frischhertz  Romig ’97 – 1st child – 1st boy

Rebecca Ellis Keller ’97 – 2nd child – 1st boy

Margaret Zainey Roux ’97 – 1st child – 1st boy
Kermit Louis Roux IV  

William Garrett Lindsay

Stephen Joseph Ventola

Sophia, Marcus and Mercer Lujan

Morgan Elizabeth Schuber
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Sarah Marie Gilberti

Olivia Sharon and Benjamin Ellis Keller

Riley Ralston

Clinton James Romig IV

James Christian Vaicius
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MEMORIALS SUMMER 2009

Vera Carmena Bisso – mother of Elizabeth 
Bisso Morris ’67, Catherine Bisso Howard 
’70 and Josephine Bisso Moore ’76.  
Grandmother of Catherine Gabriel Howard 
’02 and Jacqueline Evie Howard ’05.

Michael Robert Boh – grandson of 
Katherine Sandoz Boh ’52. Nephew of 
Elizabeth Anne Boh ’79.

Anthony J. Canale – father of Andrea 
Canale Filippi ’77, Paula Marie Canale ’79 
and Brenda Canale Leslie ’82.

Katherine Leigh Hardwick Carter ’83 – 
sister of Paige Hardwick Wilson ’86 and 
Aubrey Neville Hardwick ’92,

Roland Edward DesRoches Jr. – father-
in-law of Julie Miller DesRoches ’90 and 
grandfather of Lauren Anne DesRoches ’18.

Richmond Minor Eustis – husband of 
Catherine Baños Eustis ’66. Father of Julie 
Eustis Vaicius ’91 and Molly Minor Eustis 
’99.  Father-in-law of Christian Vaicius*.  
Grandfather of Lucy Vaicius ’23.

Frances Black Fischer – mother of Mary 
Fischer Johnson ’78.

William C. Gambel – husband of Carol 
Curry Gambel ’59.  Brother of Ellen 
Gambel Simon ’57. Uncle of Jeanne, 
Kathleen and Lisette Burvant.  Great-uncle 
of Elizabeth Burvant.

Joyce Harper Haller ’52 – sister of Helen 
Ruth Breda ’47. *

Maurice John Hartson – husband of Joan 
Walet Hartson ’56. Father of Katherine 
Walet Hartson ’77†, Elizabeth Hartson 
Harmon ’78, Holly Hartson Flournoy 
’79, Joan Hartson Mulkin ’81, Constance 
Hartson Winsberg ’82 and Nancy Stafford 
Hartson ’84†.  Grandfather of Katherine 
Stafford Winsberg ’14. Brother of Lise 
Anne Werlein ’52 and Sr. Betsy Hartson, 
RSCJ ’55.

Anne Scott King ’77 – aunt of Samantha 
King ’19.

Norma Blasini Larriviere – mother of 
Janet Larriviere Frischhertz.  Grandmother 
of Amanda Frischhertz Romig ’97.  
Great-grandmother of Emily Elizabeth 
Frischhertz ’15.

Andre Marcel Lebeuf – son of Marilyn 
Tassin Lebeuf ’50.

Gayle Poche Martin ’27 **

Margot Hirshier Martin – grandmother of 
Ardenne Sarah Martin ’10.

John L. Martinez – father of Maria 
Martinez McDougal ’79. Grandfather of 
Mary Kathryn McDougal ’10, Elizabeth 
Martinez McDougal ’11, Lauren Love 
McDougal ’15 and Anne Elise McDougal 
’19. Brother of Lolita Martinez Wegmann 
’41.

Paul Alexander Nalty – husband of Jane 
Hanemann Nalty ’55. Father of Mathilde 
Nalty Mellon ’81, Jennifer Nalty Polk ’83, 
Ariane Nalty Zewe ’94, Mrgr. Christopher 
Nalty and Kevin Hanemann Nalty.  
Brother of Joy Nalty Hodges ’48.

Ethelyn Peters Navarro (Buzzy) – mother 
of Cheryl Navarro Korbel*. Grandmother 
of Cezanne Korbel Weis ’85, Nina Mary 
Dubret ’00, Chavanne Elizabeth Korbel 
’01 and Gina Mary Dubret ’05.

Charles Harrison Rollins – grandfather 
of Erica Ann Lewis ’06 and Margaret 
Loveday Lewis ’08.

Albert Cowser Saer – brother of Mary 
Patricia Brown ’43.

Marion Sue McBurnett Sevier – mother 
of Suzanne Sevier Broadwell ’73.  
Grandmother of Melissa Broadwell ’04.

Dorothy Kelleher Simon – mother-in-law 
of Ellen Gambel Simon ’57. Grandmother 
of Kathleen Ellen Simon ’79, Jeanne Simon 
Burvant ’81 and Lisette Simon Gros ’84.  
Great grandmother of Ellen Lucy Simon ’14 
and Elizabeth Ann Burvant ’15.

Ballard W. Tebo – husband of Hélène de la 
Houssaye Tebo ’49.

Clara Caballero Triche – grandmother of 
Mary Catherine Triche ’18

Carol Ann Verlander ’62 *

Josephine Andracchio Zinsel  – 
grandmother of Rachel Catherine Zinsel ’13.

* Exited Alum
** Child of the Sacred Heart
† Deceased
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THE CONTINUING OUR ExCELLENCE CApITAL 

CAMpAIGN will create a new Student Center on the 

back square of the Rosary Campus. Plans include the 

construction of a 43,000 square foot, two-level complex 

which will house the gymnasium and additional facilities 

to support athletics, physical education and life-long 

wellness programs. The project also includes major 

renovation to St. Joseph Hall, the former elementary 

school on Carondelet Street. The reconfigured space will 

be developed to accommodate and nurture the creative 

arts program. The entire campaign project will ensure 

the continuing comprehensive learning experience of a 

Sacred Heart education.

Rendering for the new Student Center.

Continuing Our

Mater Hall before demolition.



academics, arts & athletics
Excellence:

Phase 1: COMPLETE

Mater Hall during demolition. Former site of Mater Hall after demolition.

During this extraordinary first year of the Continuing 

Our Excellence Capital Campaign, we have been 

fortunate to have committed individuals and institutions 

support us in meeting our goals. We are grateful to our 

Capital Campaign leadership and volunteers, and our 

vitally important donors for their efforts. We are happy 

to announce that we are moving closer to our goal of 

$10 million.

Because of the Sacred Heart community’s support 

and generosity, the back square renovations have begun. 

During the summer, we demolished old Mater Hall and 

began the renovation of St. Joseph Hall. In fall 2009, 

the construction will begin on the new gymnasium and 

Student Center. 

While the Building Committee finalizes the physical 

plans, the Administration, Faculty and Staff continue 

to work on the academic and co-curricular plans for the 

new Center. Our plan is to ensure that the redeveloped 

back square will not only address our current needs, 

but will fulfill our future ones.  

Over the next months, we will continue to solicit your 

contributions to complete this campaign. Whether you 

are a parent, alumna, grandparent, parent of an alumna 

or a friend, we need your help and your support for 

this amazing project. Thank you for your remarkable 

leadership, volunteerism and generosity as we continue 

to secure a bright future for Sacred Heart.
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